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Knuckles Muldoon
Or, One Viewpoint on the Plural Nature of the Liberal Arts

(Editor’s note:  This is the first in a series of articles written by 

Defiance College faculty. This article written by Dr. Todd Comer, 

Professor of English, and the next few written by fellow faculty 

members, will discuss the liberal arts.)

By Todd A. Comer, Ph.D., Professor of English
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All that is demonstrated thus far in this small pedagogical 
experiment is that our knowledge of reality is to a great deal 
limited by our perspective. A 42-year-old English professor 
looking at Knuckles will immediately think about how to 
use Knuckles to discuss the constructed nature of reality and 
stereotypes. A 15-year-old chancing on Knuckles Muldoon 

three decades of his life. Value and meaning are dependent to a 
degree on who the viewer is at a particular moment. 

The liberal arts should include an awareness of how 

essence of the liberal arts is its plurality. When Tom tells Dick 

something else happens. All of a sudden all truth positions 

of truth creation. 

immediately
certain about the truth of the situation as represented by Dick. 

different story 
about the same real event? Both stories now are believed and 

arts.

process that is intimately bound up with ethics and the creation 

arts.

takes on the liberal arts. In a recent panel (February 2015) at 

general I do not disagree with their 
viewpoints.

constructs our meaningful relationships with reality and people. 

psychology professor Deb Dalke repeatedly reminds me—

my gender. An integrated understanding of gender then would 

constructed and the innate nature of gender. The ability to 

them is essential to the liberal arts and is surely what separates 
a liberal arts college from a trade school or a professional 
program.

small between different viewpoints. 

I use Knuckles Muldoon to teach the liberal arts because 

behind much oppression. But Knuckles could embody any 

will be complicated by the perspective(s) of the viewer(s). 

Knuckles Muldoon—and the lesson of the liberal arts—

Professor Todd Comer teaching 

a class at Defiance College.


