
Letter from the Dean of the McMaster School for Advancing Humanity

Welcome to the 2009 McMaster Symposium|Collegiate Global Summit. This 
annual event not only highlights the extraordinary work of our McMaster 

together to share ideas and expertise around a common theme. 

This year’s Symposium theme is “Humanity at the Crossroads: Challenges to Sustainable 

broadly in order to capture the fullest measure of what these terms mean. It may be tempting to think 
of sustainability exclusively in terms of developing nations where human activities are encroaching 
on forests and wildlife habitats. Yet the term sustainability applies to many facets of our existence. 
For example, how do we sustain healthy families? What is sustainable economic growth? Can we 
sustain the current use of the natural resources in our region? How can we create more sustainable 
lifestyles while also retaining the freedom and liberties we enjoy in this country? 

If there is one thing that our current economic crisis has made apparent, it is that human beings 
across the globe are much more interdependent that we have been willing to admit. There is a 
broader, more inclusive notion of humanity that is emerging that can be uncomfortable. It can appear 
unfamiliar, even threatening, especially when the conversation moves towards changing the way 

on the sustainability of the way we live and consume on our campus, in our communities, and 
around the world.

This year we are piloting an Alternative Day of Learning on Thursday, April 2 in order to make 
the presentations of McMaster Learning Communities more accessible to the entire campus. The 

the McMaster School learning community experiences so powerful. The McMaster Symposium 
Committee and the McMaster Faculty Council believe that an Alternative Day of Learning is an 
important recognition that learning occurs in multiple formats; that we can and should all learn from 

I hope you enjoy the sessions that we’ve assembled for you. More importantly, I hope we all 
learn something new about our work and the communities in which that work takes place. Thank 
you to Mary Ann Studer, Kathryn Litle, Delicia Smith, Katie Brooke, the McMaster Symposium 

Laurie Worrall, Ed.D.
Dean



Letter from the Citizen Leader Global Summit Planning Committee

Welcome to the 2009 McMaster Symposium/Collegiate Global Summit, “Humanity at the 
Crossroads: Challenges to Sustainable Community Development.”  This year we hope the 

in your own communities.  This is a time to share, motivate, and educate one another on the 
challenges we face in sustainability.

with excitement, educational programs, and a powerful message.  We are excited to have 
Ms. Ruby Sales as our guest speaker for Saturday and know her powerful words will be 
motivational for all that attend.  The committee has also planned a media festival.  We hope 
this will highlight different ways in which we are all working toward sustainability through 
the programs in which we participate.  This event is sure to be entertaining for all.

Thank you for supporting our work and special thank you to Katie Litle and Professor Mary 
Ann Studer for their guidance in this planning process.  We hope you enjoy the presentations 
and events over the next few days.

Sincerely,
The 2009 Citizen Leader Global Summit Planning Committee

Josh Buck  Brittany Coats Sarah Conklin Tyler Dunham
Lynn Haller  Camille Purdy  Aubrie Ridinger Siobhon Smith
Jocelyn Tingley

This year’s Collegiate Global Summit Silent Auction proceeds will be going to support the efforts of 
Children’s Miracle Network.  The money used through this program provides healthcare for any child in need.  

Sunday to raise money to support this cause.  Students, faculty, and staff will participate in a variety of 

break” from their illnesses.  Thank you to the sisters of Tri Sigma Sorority for sponsoring this silent auction. 



ABOUT
THE MCMASTER SCHOOL FOR ADVANCING HUMANITY
The McMaster School for Advancing Humanity was founded to serve as a focal point for teaching, service, 
scholarship, and action to improve the human condition worldwide. The mission of the McMaster School is 

To educate students for responsible citizenship; 
To produce committed global citizens and leaders who understand the importance of individual 
liberties in improving the human condition worldwide; and
To encourage graduates to take an active role in addressing these issues in whatever professions they 
may choose.

teams of faculty, students, and staff to use their academic and professional skills to address a community need. 

To critically examine the root causes of human suffering through academic 
and applied research of systemic factors (political, religious,
social, educational, and/or environmental) that impede human progress;

To give students the knowledge and capacities to be active world citizens 
and to view themselves as members of the world community;

To contribute actively through sponsored scholarship and service 
to the improvement of the human condition worldwide;

To exchange, create and disseminate knowledge about successful 
models of active citizenship and public service; and

Teducational programs with a focus on scholarship and service, with a 
special emphasis on developing an innovative approach to teaching.

Jennifer Creighton demonstrates cycle beads at the 
Cambodian Women’s Crisis Center.

ABOUT
DEFIANCE COLLEGE

Building on a strong foundation of more than a century of educating citizens 

U. S. News & World Report
Colleges with a Conscience:  81 Great Schools with Outstanding Community Involvement.

Council on Social Work Education, and the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs.

use it to change lives for the better – in their communities, in their careers, and in the world.



AGENDA AT A GLANCE

Schomburg Auditorium
Dana Hall
Schomburg Auditorium
Schomburg Auditorium
Hubbard Banquet Room
Serrick Center

GHANA McMaster Program Development Grant Schomburg Auditorium
JAMAICA McMaster Service Leadership Program Learning Community Schomburg Auditorium
BELIZE McMaster Learning Community Schomburg Auditorium
Dinner Break

Remarks by Ronald McMaster Schomburg Auditorium
Dana Hall

Reception in the Women’s Commission Art Gallery Dana Hall

The Power of Possibility, Process and Partnership Cultural Arts Center
Serrick Center

Margaret Lowman Workshop Buchman Board Room
Serrick Center

Sustainable Living and Learning Cultural Arts Center
Buchman Board Room

Lunch Discussion Tables: The Challenges of Local Grown Hubbard Banquet Room
Sustainable Native Landscaping Cultural Arts Center

Environment Buchman Board Room

Serrick 121
2nd Floor Serrick Center
Cultural Arts Center

The Cleveland EcoVillage: A Demonstration of Sustainable Redevelopment Buchman Board Room
Cultural Arts Center
Cultural Arts Center

Material World: Balancing Sustainability with Human “Nature” Buchman Board Room
Cultural Arts Center
Buchman Board Room

McMaster in Africa? Buchman Board Room

Nationwide Dance Marathon Network Cultural Arts Center

Maumee River Watershed Water Quality: A Challenge to Sustainable Development Cultural Arts Center

Dinner Break
Student Media Festival Schomburg Auditorium



to thank the following, whose support has made the 
McMaster Symposium|Collegiate Global Summit 2009 possible.

The McMaster Family

The McGregor Fund of Detroit, Michigan

The Ralph and Lorna Peters Memorial Endowment Fund

AGENDA AT A GLANCE

“Democracy at a Crossroad in the Global Community”
Schomburg Auditorium
Dana Hall
Buchman Board Room
Serrick Center

Darfur: Sustainability in Displacement Cultural Arts Center
Serrick Center

Hench Autism Studies Program: A College and Community Collaboration Cultural Arts Center
Talking the Talk, Now Walk the Walk: How Green are You? Buchman Board Room
Alternative Spring Break: Civil Rights Tour Cultural Arts Center

Hubbard Banquet Room
Serrick Center

Dance Marathon Weaner Center 
Gymnasium

McMaster Symposium|Collegiate Global Summit planning 

bottle for use during the Symposium|Summit.  Look for water facts 
throughout the program and the events of the next three days.
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Photo Exhibit will be open to all for the duration of the Symposium|Summit
Cultural Arts Center, Serrick Center

With special thanks to Jan Bechtel, Kathy Punches, Deborah Richard and Steve Smith

Laurie Worrall, Dean, McMaster School for Advancing Humanity
Schomburg 
Auditorium

Fellows: JoAnn Burkhardt, Lori Robison
Associate Fellow: Don Buerk
Scholars: Niki Bare, Laura Derov, Tyler Dunham, Rachel Flad, Nigel Hogan, Allison 
Johnson, Kristine Kaiser, Amanda Losby, Chantille Millender, Sarah Plas, Nicholas 
Weber, Rebecca Zebrowski

Schomburg
Auditorium
Dana Hall

Fellow: Michelle Tabit
Associate Fellow: Doug Kane
Scholars: Sandi Burden, Kasey Carlisle, Jennifer Creighton, Brenda Delarber, Amanda 
Zimmerman

Schomburg
Auditorium
Dana Hall

Jan Bechtel, Laura Brown, Jessica Lipstraw, and Samantha Stegeman

experience in North Carolina

Hubbard 
Banquet Room 
Serrick Center

Sandra Golden,  Edward Kamau and Laurie Worrall
Schomburg
Auditorium
Dana Hall

Trip Leaders: Kathryn Litle, Katie Brooke, David Kwan
Bonner Leaders: Jestin Davis, Emily Darlington, Rachel Flad, Grant Phillips, Gregory 
Vogt, Kimberly Zura
Citizen Leaders: Shanna Chuenyane, Joseph DePasquale, Kristen Goldstein, Kimberly 
Kline, Bethany Linn, Danyel Lipps, Bailey Long, Michael Szuma

Schomburg
Auditorium
Dana Hall

Fellows: Mary Ann Studer, Robin Kratzer, Steve Smith
Scholars: Cassandra Burkhart, Samantha Higdon, Austin Kleman, Megan Sherman, 
Brooke Shinabarger, Kyle Shong, Holly Stein, Kaitlin Studer, Cindy Toth

Schomburg
Auditorium
Dana Hall
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Faculty and Staff Dinner Discussion Hosted by Edward Kamau and Kathryn Litle
By invitation only

Buchman Board 
Room
Serrick Center

Chantille Millender and Kasey Carlisle, presenters.
By invitation only

Hubbard 
Banquet Room
Serrick Center

Schomburg
Auditorium

Margaret Lowman, author of Life in the Treetops and
It’s a Jungle Up There, has worked extensively in 
the area of forest canopy research, traveling around 
the world. She is currently Visiting Professor of 
Environmental Studies at New College in Florida.  An 
avid conservationist, she frequently speaks about her 
jungle adventures and about rain forest conservation 
to educational groups. Dr. Lowman facilitates 
conservation biology solutions using science education 
as a tool, drawing upon a lifetime of research and 
conservation. Her international network and passion 
for science have led her to take on leadership roles 
where she seeks best practices to solve environmental 
challenges.

She currently serves as vice president of The Explorers 
Club; vice president of the Ecological Society of 

America; treasurer of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation; 
executive director of the TREE Foundation; and cluster chair for the Sarasota 
Economic Development Corporation. She continues to travel worldwide to “map” the 
world’s forest canopies for biodiversity, and to work on conservation.

Schomburg
Auditorium
Dana Hall

Immediately following the Keynote Speaker’s Presentation, a reception will be held 
in the Women’s Commission Art Gallery next door to the Schomburg Auditorium.  All 
are invited to attend.

Dana Hall
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project in three courses: Beyond Volunteerism, Latin American History, and Social 

challenged to award the funds to a community partner that most creatively addressed 
the issues most relevant to both the class and the community organization. This 
presentation shares the results of the three courses.

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

Come and join author Dr. Lowman in informal dialogue about her experiences 
working among the people of tropical rainforests.  This session is open to all.

Buchman Board 
Room
Serrick Center

Sustainable living is not just about where you live but how.  Each year one American 

out a program to live in an ecologically responsible manner. 

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

culture from several disciplines, including Business, Psychology, Information Science, 
English, and Cultural Studies.

Buchman Board 
Room
Serrick Center

Sodexo will be speaking on their company’s efforts toward sustainability and 
using locally grown foods.

Hubbard 
Banquet Room
Serrick Center

is spent on the bottle, lid and label?
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no fertilizers or pesticides, aid in soil retention, nutrient replenishment, contaminant 
uptake and provide countless advantages for native wildlife. Realizing the answers 
to many of our modern ecological dilemmas may lay in reverting to our ancestral 

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

We think and talk about living in a sustainable way but what about sustainable dying? 
Cultures throughout history have struggled with ways to show respect for the dead 
without endangering the health and safety of the living. Current death rituals in 
America have arisen from a set of cultural needs and norms that are no longer current.
How can we create death rituals that sustain both the human spirit and the global 
environment?

Buchman
Board Room
Serrick Center

Serrick 121

Theater and Gender in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night— Jared Erickson

Von Deylen
2nd Floor 
Serrick Center

Sarah Manes 

A selection of posters by McMaster Fellows and Scholars will also be on display 

2nd Floor 
Serrick Center
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In this presentation Physics II students will explain the science behind the issues 
dealing with nuclear power and devastation facing our government today. This 
presentation is for people who want to know the facts behind the headlines.   This 
presentation was inspired by the book Physics for Future Presidents by Richard A. 
Muller

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

The Cleveland EcoVillage has been in existence for over a decade. This program will 

urban neighborhoods. Focusing on four key initiatives: transportation; green building; 
local food and green space; and organizing and outreach.  The presentation will point 
to the successes of the project as well as explain the challenges inherent in responsible 
urban redevelopment.

Buchman
Board Room
Serrick Center

In this presentation Physics II students will explain the science behind the current and 

people who want to know the facts behind the headlines. This presentation was inspired 
by the book Physics for Future Presidents by Richard A. Muller

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

In this presentation Physics II students will explain the science behind the issues of 
global warming and energy  facing our government today. This presentation is for 
people who want to know the facts behind the headlines. This presentation was inspired 
by the book Physics for Future Presidents by Richard A. Muller

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center
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the ecological environment while meeting complex human needs and desires. This 
presentation will pose the question of how humans may follow their desire to better 
their economic and social status and still sustain their physical environment by 

Material World: A Global 
Family Portrait.

Buchman
Board Room
Serrick Center

In this presentation Physics II students will explain the science pertinent to the issue of 

potential lethality of various threats. This presentation is for people who want to know 
the facts behind the headlines.  This presentation was inspired by the book Physics for 
Future Presidents by Richard A. Muller

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

Sources of drinking water, both tap water and bottled water, include rivers, lakes, 
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells. During a natural crisis such as high rain, 
excessive amounts of silt containing organic contaminants can run into the river posing 

of the organic contaminant Phenanthrene at various sites along Maumee River and other 

Buchman
Board Room
Serrick Center

Hear how two students initiated a nationwide fundraising program to support the 
Children’s Miracle Network and local children’s hospitals here on campus.  Dance 

raise money to support St. Vincent Mercy Children’s Hospital in Toledo.  Learn about 

run program on campus.

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

decomposition process.
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There are sound reasons why the McMaster School should explore a program in an
African country. This session is organized as a structured, facilitated conversation 
that emerges directly out of the Thursday presentation about McMaster’s exploratory 
trip to Ghana. Faculty members who are genuinely interested in pursuing a McMaster 
Fellows/Scholars program in an African country are most encouraged to attend.

Buchman
Board Room
Serrick Center

Water quality in the Lake Erie watershed is of great importance to all stakeholders in
the region, including institutions of higher learning and members of the community.  
We describe and provide data regarding water quality monitoring conducted by

quality in western Lake Erie has again declined (i.e., increased soluble reactive 
phosphorus and algal blooms), monitoring water quality in its watershed becomes 
increasingly important.

Cultural Arts
Center
Serrick Center

Hubbard 
Banquet Room
Serrick Center

2009 Media Festival features a variety of media presentations

Each production will highlight the symposium theme in a 
creative, entertaining way.  Enjoy the show as awards will be
presented throughout the night.  Win a chance for a door prize
and enjoy a snack as you view the show.  Admission is free
and all are welcome to attend.

Schomburg
Auditorium
Dana Hall
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Ruby Sales is a deeply committed long 
distance runner for social justice.  She 
is a scholar, public theologian, artistic 
producer and educator working at the 
intersection of race, class, gender, 

writings offer new insights into these 

sermons and social critiques are widely 
acclaimed and circulated.

As a student she worked with the Student 

in Alabama during the Civil Rights 

graduate education at Manhattanville 
College where she received a BA degree in American History with highest honor.  She 

Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts where she was an Absalom Jones 
Scholar. Ruby was a contributing editor to The Other Side Magazine and a founding 
member of Sage Magazine: A Scholarly Journal on Black Women.

Courtesy of the Ralph and Lorna Peters Memorial Endowment Fund

Schomburg
Auditorium
Dana Hall

produce a years worth of water bottles for 
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STAND members will explore the issue of sustainability of life, society, and ethnic 

million Darfuris have been displaced during the ongoing genocide in Sudan. For the 
many who continue to live in refugee camps, the main issues are basic food, water, 
shelter, and safety. Continuing violence against women and girls is a key threat to the 
very fabric of these societies and to their continuing existence.

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

for PowerShift 2009, three days of workshops, presentations, and political action 
addressed the issue of climate change. This presentation focuses on actions we 
can take as a college campus that will help move our community toward more 
environmentally friendly practices. 

Buchman Board 
Room
Serrick Center

This presentation will focus on the components of the Hench Autism Studies Program 

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

its economies are able to meet their needs while preserving biodiversity and natural 
ecosystems.  Many talk about sustainability, but are people really living their lives to 
preserve their ecosystems?  This workshop will allow attendees to examine their own 
lifestyles to see just how “green” they really are.

Buchman Board 
Room
Serrick Center
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to walk along the same streets that experienced segregation, violence, and peaceful 

Montgomery, Atlanta, and Nashville we saw, touched, and experienced many of the 

our trip and evaluate not only the Civil Rights Movement, but how the institutions 
honoring the movement contribute to their communities today.

Cultural Arts 
Center
Serrick Center

open to all presenters and contributers

Hubbard 
Banquet Room
Serrick Center

Since sick children can’t “take a break” from their illness, our participants won’t 

dancing and having fun on their feet, raising funds in support of children in need. 

College students.

Weaner Center 
Gymnasium

three days. You have reduced the number of plastic bottles 

used to make the bottles and transport them across the country, 
potentially improved your health by drinking more water and 
reduced your personal carbon footprint.  We hope you will 
continue this small change as we all seek more sustainable 
practices in our daily lives.
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Planning Committee

Katie Brooke
JoAnn Burkhardt

Todd Comer
Deb Dalke
Katie Litle

Matt Lydum
Delicia Smith

Mary Ann Studer
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Josh Buck
Brittany Coats 
Sarah Conklin
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2009 McMaster Symposium|Collegiate Global Summit
Student Citizen Leader Committee

The Committees would also like to thank all the faculty and staff who support the 
McMaster Symposium|Collegiate Global Summit.


