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athletics
UPDATE FROM THE FIELD HOUSE

Track and Field All-American, new men’s basketball coach,
All-HCAC honors, postseason play, and more

by Seth Mikel, Sports Information Director

BASEBALL
The 2008 campaign was a season full of 
growing pains for a very young Yellow 

Jacket squad. The roster featured 21 new 
faces, including 18 freshmen, and was led by 

its spring break trip to Port Charlotte, Fla., 

before struggling after heading back north. 
The Jackets suffered some key injuries 

to an already thin pitching staff and ended 

record, the 2008 season was not without 
highlights, many of which came from a 

developed into two of the top hitters in the 
Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference 

Pitro and Kirk Jesse anchored the Yellow 
Jacket lineup throughout the season en route 

with posting the team’s top batting average, 

watchful eye, and ending the season with a 

leadoff position. Jesse led the Jackets with 
132 at bats, nine doubles, and three home 
runs, while setting new career highs in nearly 
every offensive category. Pitro and Jesse will 

for the HCAC Tournament in 2009 on a 

program history.

SOFTBALL

season of 20 or more wins. The Jackets 
went through the HCAC Tournament 
unblemished on their way to the school’s 
second HCAC Tournament title, earning a 
berth in the NCAA Regional Tournament. 

or tournament title in three of the last four 

Sophomore Tim Pitro makes a play at second base.
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the NCAA Regional Tournament, advancing 
to the NCAA Regional Final Four for the 

NCAA Regional Tournament, the Jackets 

the tournament as Justine Johnston shutout 

The Jacket’s season came to an end in the 

Rochester College. Three players earned 

led by HCAC Freshman of the Year Marah 
Robinson. The freshman led the team with a 

driving in 27 runs on the year. Mallory Faling 

honors for the third consecutive season, going 

Tournament Team. 

TRACK

outstanding season, led by several 
record breaking performances. 

HCAC Champions, two HCAC 

and three individuals reach 
NCAA provisional marks in 

the men’s and women’s teams 

the HCAC Championships meet 
with each team having its best 
championship meet performance 
since 2003. 

the hammer throw on his way to 
automatically qualifying for the 

consecutive conference high 
jump title, while also recording 
a NCAA provisional mark for 

the second time in his short career 

recorded a NCAA provisional 

the decathlon at the Gregory 

vault title and edge teammate 
Austin Trivett, who was named 
HCAC Freshman of the Year after 
scoring in four different events at 
the HCAC Championships.

led the women’s squad with 
28 points in the championship 

native was named the HCAC’s 

Athlete, as well as earning HCAC 

winning both the discus and the 

the only other HCAC Champion 
on the women’s team, clearing a 

Honorable Mention after scoring more than 

MEN’S GOLF

team in the Heartland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference picture. The Jackets made strides 
in that department in 2008, competing in 
seven spring tournaments and improving their 

strong improvement was the addition of a trio 
of freshmen to the program. Jace Neal, Aaron 
Konold and Josh Calame joined seniors Cody 
Anderson and Craig Holman in leading the 
Yellow Jackets this season. Neal and Konold 

Tournament to close his collegiate career. 

men’s golf program could be on the verge of 
making its presence felt around the Heartland 
Conference in the very near future.

MEN’S TENNIS
The 2008 men’s tennis team was one of 

Aarika Davis

Austin Kleman
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Collegiate Athletic Conference and entered 

wins at the top singles position en route to 

competition, as Austin Kleman, Adam Fausey 

feat as well. That group combined to help 

season highlights included Kleman being 

April 21 and team victories over Adrian, 

T
door Championships in the hammer 

athlete has earned such a distinction. 
His eight points in the meet led the 

fourth throw to take the lead, before 

Matuszak
Named
Outdoor

All-American

men’s basketball program. 

his personality and his basic coaching 
philosophies are a great match for the 

from a blue collar background and knows 

going to roll up his sleeves and get after 

There is no doubt in my mind that he 

caught another rising star that will make 
a solid impact on the men’s basketball 
program, the College and the community 

2008 Northern Athletics Conference 

year tenure with the Muskies.

without a special opportunity, which is 

Jacket team which won the HCAC regular 
season championship and advanced to 

two seasons and will lose only two seniors 
as it looks toward another strong campaign 

harder than my competition. That is a 

Brumett Named
Men’s BB Coach


